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This summer edition of SUNSPOTS contains a 
summary of all the happenings around the club that 
the editor collected over the past three months.  The 
majority of our group left the ñValley of the Sunò in 
May/June before the brutal heat of this summer  
began.  Those folks were the smart ones, believe 
me and everyone else who spent some or most of 
the summer here in the Phoenix area.  We had a 
118 degree day in June and a 117 degree day in       
August. 
 
Bob & Janet Bluhm spent time in Arlington, TX,  
welcoming their newest grand-daughter and baby 
sitting the older siblings awaiting the birth. Mike & 
Mary Holmen, Ed & Sharon Kolibaba, Bob Lussier & 
President Carolyn Rhea and Gene & Sherri        
Simmons all ventured to the Pacific Northwest to     
escape the heat, but found a lot of rain in exchange.  
Dave & Dianne McCracken sent an email from 
North Dakota on their way to Mt. Rushmore.  Jim & 
Nancy Labowe participated in an extensive Sun City 
West RV Club caravan which traveled all the way to 
Canada.  Paul & Catherine Leitch spent the summer 
in Wisconsin where Paul represented our Chapter 
at the FMCA International Rally & Convention as a 
voting member.  Ron & Kay Schumann spent the 
summer in Illinois and Wisconsin attending a      
Monaco Rally.  They had to put down their twelve 
year-old Lab, Caysee, while in Wisconsin.  Joe & 
Marlene Perna led a rally for the Sun City Grand RV 
Club to Show Low and beyond.  Other families may 
have left for cooler climes, but I donôt have any     
details of their travels.  

I know that Joe & Cheryl Kroll had to forgo 
their summer travels as Cheryl underwent    
surgery for a brain tumor early on.  She is   
recovering nicely and they plan to attend the 
Rocky Mountain Ramble in October in    
Farmington, NM.  I know that Ken & Carole 
Vidak traveled away, but canôt remember 
where.  Bill & Anelise Krause spent most of 
the summer in place as Bill is one of our few 
ñemployedò members, along with John & Mary 
Ann Matthews.  Dean & Elaine  Lewellen also 
stuck around due to some  medical issues 
plus we also lost our thirteen year-old dog, 
Sadie, at the end of June.  Gaylen Bennet & 
Jim Doherty also remained in place to      
manage Jimôs business.  I donôt know if the 
Bulgrinôs, Dishmanôs, Joan Dyer, Hawesôs, 
Inmanôs, Keavyôs, Muttonôs, and Thibaultôs 
traveled away or not. 
 
I think that accounts for each and every one 
of our families.  I truly hope everybody had a 
good summer regardless of how and where it 
was spent.  We will begin the fall activities in 
early October and the next group breakfast is 
on September 21st at 9:15 am at the La     
Petite Caf® in Sun City West.  See you there! 



. 
 
 

See  rallies on our web site for  

more up to date information. 

www.arizonasunchasers.info 
 

You are not committing to anything when you add 

your name to an interest list.  You are only show-

ing interest!  We have some great rallies planned. 
 

 
 

October 11-15, 2011 - Rocky Mountain Ramble 
FMCA Rally in Farmington, NM.  Our Chapter has 
volunteered to work ñSecurityò at this rally.  We are 
asked to show up on October 9th between 8:00 
am and Noon.  October 8th and 9th camping costs 
are free for our Chapter members who work. See 
page 4 for Rally Sign-up Sheet or see information 
on the web site: www.arizonasunchasers.info. 
 

November 14-19, 2011-Eloy, AZ - Desert Valley 
RV Resort. Bob/Janet Bluhm, Jim Doherty, Gaylen 
Bennettðco-hosts. See information on page 5 and 
on the web site: www.arizonasunchasers.info  
 

December 9, 2011-Annual Christmas Party/Dinner 
Hosts: Gaylen Bennett/Jim Doherty and Paul/ 
Catherine Leitch. Place is Anacapa Restaurant in 
Corte Bella. Begins at 5:00pm. See web site for 
menu and details. 
 

January 10-15, 2012 -  Indio, CA--FMCA Regional 
Rally at the Riverside State FairgroundsðThe In-
dian Wells RV park is only 3.5 miles from the Fair-
grounds where the rally is held and is a good place 
to stay with full hookups.   

 

More details and more Rallies on the WEB 

site. Www.arizonasunchasers.info 

From the Presidentôs corner:  Rallies 

Know someone with a motor home who might want to join FMCA. Invite them to a meeting!  

Do not forget that we still have a few free memberships to FMCA available for those who join 

the Arizona Sun Chasers! 

From Carolyn Rhea 
I thank the club for electing me President and 
look forward to serving as President of the Arizo-
na Sun Chasers. If club members have any 
questions, ideas or concerns, please don't hesi-
tate to get in touch with me via email or phone. 
And thank you to all who served the club the past 
year/two years. Here's to a great year of good 
times and fun-filled adventures!  
 
 
EDITORôS NOTE: 
 
Carolyn and Bob are still away from home base 
and she and I were not able to connect and fill 
this space.  Look here for Carolynôs words in the 
next issue. 



WEB: www.arizonasunchasers.info 
This site provides information to both club mem-
bers and to potential members that want to learn 
a little more about our club.   

 

President: 
Carolyn Rhea 
president@arizonasunchasers.info 

 

Membership Chairman: 
Joe Kroll 
membership@arizonasunchasers.info 

 

WEB Master:  
            Bob Bluhm 
 (623) 556 9598  rgbluhm@gmail.com 
 
Newsletter Editor: 
 Dean Lewellen 
 (623) 546 7649  DeanLinAZ@cox.net 

 

Contacts 

 

¶ The Righteous Men by Sam Bourne. 

¶ 5th Horseman by James Patterson 

¶ The Lucky One by Nicholas Sparks 

¶ The Mammoth Cheese by Sheri Holman 

¶ Final Salute by Jim Sheeler 

¶ The Night Gardener by George Pelecanos 

¶ Slam by Nick Hornby 

¶ The Armageddon by Kurt Vonnegut 

¶ Where Are You Now by Mary Higgens Clark 

¶ Dark Summer by Iris Johansen 

Books on CD Library 

The meetings are on the third Wednesday of the 
month at the La Petite restaurant at Meeker & 
Granite Valley in Sun City West.  Enter from Meek-
er. 
 

Breakfast begins at 9:15 am with a short meeting 
following. Members and anyone who is interested in 
our club are welcome. 
 

Next Meeting: September 21, 2011 at 9:15 am. 
 

Visitors are always welcome! 

====== Note New Time ====== 

Monthly Breakfast Meetings Officers For 2011/12 
 

 
 

¶ President   Carolyn Rhea 
¶ Vice President  Ken Vidak 
¶ Secretary   Elaine Lewellen 
¶ Treasurer   Joe Kroll 
¶ Nat’l FMCA Director Paul Leitch 
¶ Alt FMCA Director Ron Schumann 
 

 
The new officers assumed their duties June 1st. 

Rallies on the WEB 
 
To access a rally with the WEB site do the    
following. 
 
The web site is www.arizonasunchasers.info 
 
Log on by finding your name in the list of users 
and entering your password then click on    
SUBMIT. 
 
Click on RALLIES and all rallies will be          
displayed. 
 
Click on DETAILS for a rally to see specifics 
about the rally. 
 
If you want to add your name to the interest list 
click on ADD ME which is at the end of the   
narrative and above the list of others going on 
the rally. This will add you to the interest list and 
send an email to the host. 
 
If for some reason you are no longer interested 
in a rally, click on REMOVE ME and you will be 
taken off the interest list and an email will be 
sent to the host. 
 
You can go back to the list of rallies at any time 
by clicking on the RALLIES button on the side of 
the screen. 
 
While on the web site explore other areas like 
RV SERVICES or past NEWSLETTERS. 
 
If you have problems logging on or do not know 
your password, give me a call at 623.910.0195 
or email me at rgbluhm@gmail.com 
 



PRINT OFF A COPY AND MAIL IN OR SIGN UP VIA THE WEB SITE 
            WWW.FMCA .COM 
COME ON OUT AND JOIN US IN THE FUN TIMES @ FARMINGTON 



We have developed a preliminary agenda for the rally.  We will be providing three breakfasts and no other 
meals.  We will have each family bring food to the several group meals we have scheduledðmore later.  
The complete agenda is available on the web site.  The Hosts need a $100.00 deposit per family by the 
September 21st breakfast and the balance by the October breakfast meeting.  The cost is $150.00 for the 
RV space, $5.00 per coach rally fee and $10.00 per person attending for the furnished food.  The food will 
include Ostrich eggs for breakfast and other smaller items. 
 
Mail your deposit to Bob Bluhm, 15759 W Goldenrod Dr., Surprise, AZ 85374.  Make checks payable to 
Arizona Sun Chasers and note it is for the ñEloy Rallyò.  Here is the agenda as of today: 
 

   Eloy (Picacho Peak) RV Rally 
    Preliminary Agenda 
     Monday, Nov 14 
After Noon Arrive at Park, set up 
   4:00 PM Heavy hors dô oeuvres in Rec. Area 
   5:30 PM Games in Rec. Area 
 

     Tuesday, Nov 15 
 
  Breakfast on your own 
  10:00 AM Trip to Ostrich Ranch, tours if desired; carpools (about 18 miles) 
    2:00 PM Shuffleboard tournament 
    4:00 PM  PotluckðBYO meat for grilling + side dish to share 
    6:00 PM Games in Rec. Area 
 

     Wednesday, Nov 16 
 
    8:00 AM Breakfast in Rec. Area (Ostrich scrambled eggs) 
   10:00 AM Trip to Biosphere 2; carpools (about 70 miles) 
     5:00 PM Mexican Restaurant in Eloy 
 

     Thursday, Nov 17 
 
  Breakfast on your own 
   10:00 AM Visit Casa Grande Ruins (about 20 miles) 
          Noon Shopping at Outlet Mall and/or Promenade Mall in Casa Grande or golf; carpools 
     4:00 PM Dinner in Casa Grande; Olive Garden or Mimiôs; carpools (about 12 miles) 
 

     Friday, Nov 18 
 
     8:00 AM Breakfast in Rec. Areaðpancakes, waffles, juice, coffee 
   10:00 AM Pima Air & Space museum; carpools (about 70 miles) 
     4:00 PM Dinner at Wild Horse Pass or Lone butte Casino; carpools (about 45 miles) 
 

     Saturday, Nov 19 
 
     8:00 AM Breakfast in Rec. Areaðsweet rolls, juice, coffee 
Before Noon Depart at your leisureðDrive safely 
 
 
Hope you can make this rally.  It should be fun and not too far from home. 
 
Bob/Janet Bluhm, Gaylen Bennett, Jim Doherty ðRally Co-Hosts 



Some of the many reasons to  belong to FMCA. 
1. Family 
FMCA is a social organization. In fact, perhaps the greatest member benefit is the fun and camaraderie 
shared by people who enjoy the common interest of motor home travel. 
 
2. Benefits  
A monthly magazine featuring motor home reviews, technical information and travel articles ð a $30 val-
ue free with membership  
¶ An emergency medical air and ground evacuation program ð a $100 value free with membership  
¶ A special rate on a roadside assistance plan  
¶ More than 40 additional benefits that enhance the motor home lifestyle 
 
3. Information  
Members look to the association as their source of information about all facets of motor home ownership 
and travel. Family Motor Coaching magazine, the associationôs official monthly publication, leads the way 
in covering the motor home lifestyle. 
 
4. Savings 
FMCA offers programs that entitle members to: 
¶ Discounted motor home insurance  
¶ Low rates and longer terms for motor home financing  
¶ Fuel discounts  
¶ Campground discounts  
¶ Car rental discounts  
¶ Telephone calling card discount 
In addition, many of FMCA's commercial members offer discounts on their products and services to family 
members who present their FMCA membership cards. 
 
5. Peace of Mind  
FMCA wants motor home owners to enjoy their journeys, as well as their destinations, with as few worries 
as possible. Thatôs why we offer: 
¶ Low-cost travel medical insurance when traveling outside the United States  
¶ A discount on home security monitoring systems  
¶ A mail forwarding service that alleviates travelersô concerns about where to receive mail  
¶ The MEDEX Plus emergency medical assistance program to manage the complexities and expenses 
associated with emergencies that occur away from home 

 
6. Conventions and Rallies  
Members have the opportunity to attend two international conventions per year that showcase motor 
homes and related products. 
 
7. Chapters 
FMCA has more than 500 active chapters, or subgroups, throughout North America, which hold rallies 
throughout the year. These gatherings, open to all motorhomers, give members the chance to get togeth-
er more often and at locales nearer their homes. The Arizona Sun Chasers club is an FMCA chapter! 
 

Since 1963, Family Motor Coach Association (FMCA) has issued more than 400,000 mem-
berships. With more than 109,000 active member families, FMCA is the worldôs largest mo-
torhome owners group. 

http://www.fmca.com/index.php/join-family-motor-coach-association/benefits
http://www.fmca.com/index.php/magazine/features
http://www.fmca.com/index.php/chapters

