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Arizona Sun Chasers
Welcome Back Rally
Distant Drums RV Resort
Camp Verde
October 4 " 8 October 10 ™

WeII the Sun Chasers are officially

back on the road again and doing what

we do best chasing the sun. The
welcome back rally at Distant Drums
RV Resort was a great success. Or
rally hosts Dean and Elaine Lewellen
and Paul and Catherine Leitch did an
outstanding job keeping us well fed
and entertained. Of course they
made sure we all had enough time to
venture out on our own to explore the
surrounding ar ea. | have to admit a

week wasnadt

qgui te

all this part of Arizona has to offer.
The weather was a pleasant treat, not
too hot, not too cold just pretty darn
near perfect. After the summer we
had it was a welcome relief. Distant
Drums RV Resort is a wonderful rally
destination. Our RV sites were
spacious, clean and level and the staff
was hospitable and very helpful. We
had total access to the rally room and
kitchen all day every day. It was
unani mous we wonot
back the re for future rallies. It was

S0 nice to see good friends and get

caught wup on everyonebd

activities.
Our week0s activit
everyday 5:00pm happy hour with
delicious appetizers; remember Elaine
and Catherine you promised to share a
few recipes. The first night we had a
baked potato pot luck with delicious
toppings and ice cream sundaes for
dessert. We all retired to our rigs
that evening feeling a little plump.
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Oeuvres dinner, oh my goodness some
really yummy stuff graced that

buffet table. Remember Linda you
promised me your recipe. We all

retired to our rigs that evening

feeling a bit plumper then we did the
day before. But before we did that

the guys decided to have a Monday
Night Football party i n the rec room,
which left us gals to fend for

ourselves. Catherine Leitch came to
our recue and saved us ladies from

the high levels of testosterone, the
Green Bay Packers and the Minnesota
Vikings.

We were invited to her coach for

grapefruit spritzers  provided by
Elaine and a Mary Kay make up party.
Catherine carefully helped us cleanse
our faces, moisturize and apply
makeup. We all looked 10 years
younger, a little happier and a lot
more MOISTURIZED thanks to
Catherinefds expert
Elai neds yummmmmmy
guys were thrilled with our looks

which helped ease the pain of the
Packers losing the game. Now the
next night we had a great Hamburger
Cookout on the patio which allowed us

make u
spritzer

to view the most spectacular sunsets
imaginable. The highlight of this

evening was The Great Pumpkin
Carving Contest, each couple was given
a pumpkin at the start of the rally and
we had 24 hours to design and carve
our pumpkins. | have to admit it was
pretty amazing everyone did a great

job with their  pumpkins. The resort
staff did the judging so it was
completely fair.

Madden,
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second prize went to Mike and me,

Third prize wentto Dean and Elaine
Lewellen,

fort h prize went to Gene and Sherri

Simmons.
Good job everyone; our pumpkins
decorated the buffet table for

several days. Need | say more, after
that evening we again left a little
plumper. The next two nights we were
left to do dinner on our own. Some of
us went to a great BBQ place called
Hog Wil d and CIiff Castle Casino had a
great little restaurant that had great
food and not expensive. Friday night
we all unanimously decided to do a
Bring Your Own Meat BBQ on the
fabulous patio. So everyone made a
mad dash to the | ocal
some steaks to grill and everyone
brought a great side dish. So we

again had another night of gastric

bliss and left, yes | have to admit it
plumper. Did | mention this group

likes to eat? Not to let dinner be out
done our hosts served several
continental breakfas ts. They made
these great Jimmy Dean breakfast
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egg and sausage biscuits. | have to
admit they were pretty darn good but
Gene Simmons paid our hosts a great
compliment by having seconds and
telling Sherri they were going to have
to look into getting some for home.
Yes all the food was great and our
waist lines took heat for it but we also

had some great trips around the area
planned by our hosts. The highlight of
the rally was the Verde Canyon
Railroad trip.

\

WOW!!IT If you have never been it is
a defin ite must see and do. It was the

most serene, beautiful and peaceful

Sy

The narration was tops and in between
the music made for a relaxing ride in
the beautiful Verde Valley. Kudos
hosts for planning this trip. We also
went on a Wine Tour and Tasting at

Alcantara Vineyards. We enjoyed 2 %2
hours of touring the Vineyard and
learning how they started their
business. Alcantara Vineyards was
featured on Arizona Highways as a
must see destination in Arizona. After
the tour we partoo K in tasting the
very fine wines they had to offer.

The wines they offered were on the
pricy side but a few of us managed to
leave with a bottle or two and some
goodies from the gift shop. All in all it
was a great afternoon because the
second thing this group likes to do is
never miss the opportunity to have a
Happy Hour.

Well our wonderful week touring the
Verde Valley, Jerome, Cottonwood,
Flagstaff and Cliff Castel Casino was
coming to an end. Saturday morning
came way to fast as we ate our last
breakfast together, (thank god as my
wai st coul dndt handl
hugged, said our good byes, tore down
and headed for home. It was a bitter
sweet ending to a really great rally
and really great time. Thank you hosts
for making this one, one of the
memarable rallies. Till we meet again
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