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Back to the 50s
Saddle Mountain RV Park 8
Tonopah, AZ
April 8 -12
Ten rigs from the Arizona Sun
Chasers FMCA moseyed down memory

lane in search of our long lost youth
and of course our name sake the Sun.
Twenty of us all rode our time
machines back to the 50s. A time
when life was less hurried and all we
worried about was if Elvis was in the
house or if our poodle skirts were

clean and ready for the next sock hop.
So for 4 days April 8 -12 we all went
back in time to a little place called
Tonopah Arizo na and stayed in the
best kept secret there called Saddle
Mountain RV Park. The staff at
Saddle Mountain made us all feels like
VIPs. The great staff of Gerri, Donna,
Bruce and Josh made sure we had the
best time ever.

We all arrived on Wednesday April 8
set up, went around greeting everyone
and then signed up for all the games
and activities that were planned for
the week. At 4:30pm we gathered in
the activity room for happy hour,
considered the best hour of the day.
We all got reacquainted and grooved
to the music of the 50s provided by
Mikes | -Pod. We all enjoyed a
delicious pot luck dinner provided by
our own Arizona Sun Chaser cooks and
naturally all ate way more then we
should have. After dinner we

gathered in a big circle for a get
acquainted game as we had one new

th

May 10, 2009

Pagel




member Mac and Sandy Diller from
Sun City Grand, and one guest member
Tom and Marilyn Stanton from Sun
City West also friends of Jim and
Nancy Labowe. When we got to Jim
Labowe who was close to the end, he
miraculously acquired the Alz heimer
di sease and coul dndt
name. Lucky for him he was now going
to meet new friends every day. We
played laundry money card bingo, six
of us won enough money to do
approximately one load of wash.

After card bingo everyone was feeling
fatigued from their long 45 minute
drive to Tonopah and the Sun City
Westers needed to get their much
needed beauty sleep. So we said our
goodnights and off to dream land we
went.

Thursday we awoke to the sun shining
brightly and enjoyed a leisurely lazy
morning. Most of us met at 11:30am
to car pool the one mile to the
Tonopah Family Restaurant. Fast
Eddie AKA Don Hawes took a car load
and Mike and | took a car load. Most
of us ate a lighter fare then there

was Dean Lewellen and Howard
Madden with their country fried

steak and mashed potatoes and gravy.
It appeared there was enough food on
their two plates to feed the entire

town of Tonopah but they managed to
stay the two top contenders for the
clean plate club. At 1:00pm we
gathered back at the RV Par k for the
big Shuffle Board Tournament. A

great time was had by all spectators
and players. Joe and Cheryl Kroll

ended up being the grand winners,
congratulations to the both of them!

.....

Several of our members found the
activity room a great place to spre ad
out their scrapbooking and card

making things. Sandy Diller and
Paulette Duda are extremely talented

in this area and managed to get
several of us hooked on this crafty
activity. Some of our members
sharpened their pool skills for the Big
Pool Tournament planned for Thursday
afternoon, while others felt

encouraged to put a puzzle together.
Again, the best hour of the day came
and we gathered to
company and groove to Elvis, the Big
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Bopper and the Beach Boys. The
great staff from Sad dle Mountain
cooked us up a wonderful spaghetti
feed with salad, garlic bread and
dessert. After dinner we all waddled
over to the activities room for the
Dart Tournament. A total of nine
couples participated with Jim and
Nancy Labowe being our grand
winners, congratulations to the both
of them!

Friday morning the sun greeted us
bright and early and beckoned us all
out of bed. After the dogs were
walked and the breakfast dishes done
we all took our sack lunches over to
the activity room for an informalg et
together. This ended up being a lot of
fun as we shared our chips and

cookies with each other much like we
did back in high school. With lunch
over and 1:00pm approaching we all
gathered for the Lucky Putter
Tournament. The gallery consisted of
twent y chairs lined up along the 4 hole
putting green. A hush came over the
gallery as we all tried hard to put

Tiger Woods to shame. At last, no
Tiger Woods emerged but our very
own Elaine Lewellen won for the girls
and our very own Tom Stanton won for
the guys, congratulations to the both
of them!

At 4:30pm we all paired off for the

Big Pool Tournament. This is where
Fast Eddie AKA Don Hawes showed us
all he was actually a pool hustler back
when. So needless to say Don Hawes
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and Tom Stanton were our grand
winners, congratulations to the both
of them!

| think we all had a great time at the
Pool Tournament even though some of
us were better at scratching our
games. At 6:00pm our talented
Arizona Sun Chaser cooks again came
thr ough with a great heavy appetizer
dinner fare. Everyone enjoyed a large
variety of different and delicious
appetizer type foods. The rest of the
evening consisted of many of us
staying on to play cards, Blokus,
dominos, Tripoli, pool and darts. At
10:00pm we all said our goodnights
and once again settled in to
dreamland.

Saturday was finally here the really

big day of our rally as this was the

day we actually went back to the 50s.
We woke to a catered breakfast by

our wonderful Park staff Gerri,

Donna, Josh and Bruce. If surprises
were the order of the day we were
pleasantly surprised as the breakfast
originally planned was quickly changed
to a made to order breakfast. Any

kind of eggs you wanted, pancakes,
sausage, coffee, orange juice and

fruit cups. Th ey even made a special
pancake with a big
for me. Our members marveled at the
special attention given us and one
could easily see they really enjoyed
making us feel special.

After breakfast some of us ventured
out for a short ride to Wintersburg

to a nice local grown farmers market.
Others took this opportunity to relax
from all the games and activities and
get ready for 50s Rock
50s Rocknd®é Boppn@s Sock
planned for later. At 4:00pm everyone

gathered for the best hour of the day

again, dressed in their best 50s

attire. If | say so myself our

members really out did themselves

with their 50s look, wow great job!

We swayed to the music of the

Letterman, K ingston Trio and of

course Frankie Avalon. Linda Madden

emerged as the grand winner of the

Hula Hoop Contest, awesome job

Linda.
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We had a great catered BBQ dinner in
the Main Club room which was
decorated 50s style by the park staff
and the tables were d ecorated by the
rally hosts Cheryl Kroll, Nancy Labowe
and myself.

Gerri, Donna, Josh and Bruce dressed
in 50s style served up hamburgers,
hotdogs, baked beans, potato salad,
cole slaw and all the trimmings. For
dessert we had none other than hot
fudge s undaes, hum they were really
good! With 7:00pm quickly
approaching we all gathered back in
the main club house for the Sock Hop
dance. Gerri and Bruce or should |
say Elvis provided our dance music and
entertainment. Who said Elvis is

dead; he was certa inly alive and well
this night at the ripe old age of 75?

He may have been totting a walker but
he sure could still shake, rattle and

roll.
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